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This guide is adapted from  the Sexual Assault Center in Saginaw, MI (http://www.sexualassaultcentersaginaw.org/

legal_advocacy/) for the Iowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault and is intended to help you better understand the court process. 

The information may vary according to the factors surrounding each case.  
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Circuit Court 

Arraignment 

 

During this phase, the two attorneys may discuss a plea bar-

gain and/or motion to be filed. If there is no agreement, the 

case is set for trial. 

Plea bargain 

Sentencing 

No plea bargain 

Trial 

Not guilty Guilty 

Sentencing 

(8 to 12 months) 

(4 to 6 weeks) 

Indicates victim must attend 


